El Paso Community College
 Instructor’s Course Requirements
Govt. 2305–American Government and Politics–Fall 2014 
I. Instructor Information
	Instructor:  David Hohnholt 
	Phone Messages:  915-526-4237

	Email:  use blackboard messaging
	Location: N/A CRN: 13941

	Office Hrs:  4th and 5rd Periods
	Website: BlackBoard


II.  Text and Materials
You will need the following:
 
1.     Required Textbook:  American Politics Today by William Bianco and David Cannon

III.  Course Requirements 
Course Structure 
This is an online course so you will be expected to read your chapters of the textbook carefully.  You will be asked to read other material as well.  To demonstrate your understanding, you will respond to discussion prompts, complete multiple-choice quizzes, and complete exams with essay questions.  The exams must be taken in the classroom with your facilitator present.  I will add Chapter Learning Goal Quizzes so that you can check your own understanding.  These quizzes MUST be taken, but you can take them as many times as you need to get a 90 or 100.  
The Chapter Post-Test quizzes must also be taken, but you will only have one attempt.
Basically, if you see a test/quiz, discussion, or assignment in one of the chapter folders, you will need to complete it. 
Each new Module will open on Monday morning.
We will be covering 1 chapter each week. The first chapter discussion must be posted by 11:55 p.m. Wednesday night.  Every week, your discussion post must be posted by Wednesday. You will then have until Friday night to complete your two responses.
 
Course Grading:  Your course will be determined by the following weighted average:
                                
	Grade Category (Nine Weeks Grade)
	Grade Weight

	Exams (Final is treated as an exam)
	35%

	Learning Goal Quizzes
	15%

	Chapter Post-Test Quizzes
	30%

	Discussions
	20%


Exams (35%)
Each exam will cover 2-3 chapters of the text as well as any articles or videos that were discussed in class. The tests will be essay questions and/of multiple choice.  Exams will open on Friday mornings and close on Monday evenings.  Once you begin the exam, you will have 55 minutes to complete it. The timer will automatically submit your exam when the time expires.  Please allow 72 hours for exams to be graded.
 
Discussions (20%)
The graded discussion will be turned in through blackboard.  The discussion must be a minimum of 300 words and must respond to the prompt or questions that are posed by the instructor.  The standard score for a completed discussion will be a 90.  To receive a higher grade, you must demonstrate some initiative and demonstrate your understanding of the material by connecting it to some current event in the recent news.  Your responses must be more than “Good Job” or some similar comment.  Your responses must demonstrate that you have read the person’s post by commenting on something specific.  You may disagree, but do it politely.  
The purpose of the discussion posts is to demonstrate your understanding of the material covered in the textbook. Your discussions average will be worth 20% of your final grade. Each discussion post will contain its own instructions, but the general format will remain the same. 
Your discussion post for each chapter is due Wednesday.  (Unless we are covering two chapters in a week, then you will have one due on Friday as well.) If your discussion post is not completed by the Wednesday/Friday deadline, you will receive a zero, and there will be no credit earned for late entries. 
The Post and responses will be graded each weekend. Please allow 72 hours for grading.
Each post must contain at least 300 words (about one page of double-spaced text.) I recommend you type your posts in a word processing program and then copy and paste into the appropriate discussion forum.
Correct grammar and punctuation is expected.
Debate and disagreement is expected. Courtesy and respect is demanded when expressing a contrasting opinion. Personal attacks will not be tolerated.
I will respond to certain discussions to play devil’s advocate or to challenge your opinion. Please understand that I am doing this to encourage deeper thinking.
When quoting an article or expert, please include a link for verification.
You must respond to at least 2 other posts for each discussion by Friday night to receive credit. (Posts are graded on Weekends.) Think of these responses like comments you would see on a youtube video or a blog. I expect to see a thoughtful comment that adds something to the original post. I do not want to see merely “Great Post”, “I like your post”, or some other similarly shallow response/comment. Shallow comments/responses will not receive credit.
Responses for discussions must be complete by Friday 11:55 PM.
I will block access to the discussion rooms after those deadlines. The discussion post that is due on Wednesdays will stay open until Friday for comments/responses.
 
Chapter Post-Test Quizzes (30%) Learning Goal Quizzes (15%)
There are two types of quizzes: Learning Goal quizzes (15%) and Chapter Post-Test quizzes (30%).  The Learning Goal quizzes can be taken as often as you like to test your understanding of the reading material.  The Learning Goal quizzes will draw questions from a large pool so you can take it 3 or 4 times and never see the same question.
The Chapter Post-Test quizzes must be complete by Sunday night.  Preparation and study are highly encouraged since you will only have one attempt. Chapter Post-Test quizzes will no longer be available after Sunday night. You will have 30 minutes to complete the quizzes.
Make-up Policy
Given the flexibility I have built into the course, there should be no need for make-ups.
IV.  Instructor’s Policies
Attendance (Participation)
It is the student’s responsibility to “attend” class on a regular basis. This is an online course, if you go a couple of days without checking in, you risk missing an important announcement/email. It is the student’s responsibility to check email on a regular/daily basis. It is the student’s responsibility to check for need to resubmit/re-post assignments if necessary.
If you experience a personal emergency and will be unable to login for a couple of days, then send me a blackboard message, or call immediately and leave a phone message.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a very serious academic offense.  There are serious consequences for students that get caught cheating in college.  Please be aware it is very easy to spot language that is beyond the language of freshman college students. Students that engage in this behavior will be referred to the college for disciplinary action.
Deadlines
 It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of all deadlines.
All deadlines are at 11:55 p.m. The Blackboard program automatically states the date and time at which discussions are posted and email sent. The blackboard date stamp will be the official time.
Do not submit work after final due date deadlines.  All deadlines are final. No exceptions.
E-Mail
Allow 24 hours for instructor to reply to email. Use the blackboard email/message system.
 
Technical Problems
If you experience any technical problems during the course (your computer crashes, your service provider goes out of business, a computer does not accept Lockdown Browser, hotel does not have WiFi, etc) you are still expected to keep current with the course and meet all deadlines. EPCC offers web access at all campuses and can be used in an emergency. Arrange for a backup plan in nany case.
Technical assistance can be found at:
If you need help with your EPCC username for logging into Blackboard or your Blackboard password, call the EPCC Information Technology Service Desk at 915-831-3111..
Withdrawing from Class
It is the student’s responsibility to drop the class if circumstances warrant.  
Weekly Modules
For ease and simplicity, the required work for each week will be placed in Chapter folders. This includes the instructions for the discussion posts, chapter quizzes, and exams. 
Code of Conduct
All forms of academic misconduct and cheating are prohibited and will result in an automatic grade of zero for the relevant exam, discussion or assignment as well as referral of the student to the College’s disciplinary system.  
Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, any of the following actions in this course:
1. Cheating or knowingly assisting another student in committing an act of cheating or other form of academic dishonesty;
2. plagiarism, which includes, but is not necessarily limited to, submitting examinations, processed materials, or other material as one’s own work when all or part of such work has been in any way prepared by another person or copied from another person;
3. unauthorized possession of examinations or examination questions or answers (examinations and examination questions may not be kept or duplicated by any student), reserve library material, or instructor material;
4. Unauthorized changing of answers or grades on an examination, in an instructor’s grade book, or on a grade sheet or report; or unauthorized access to computer records; and 
5. Non-disclosure or misrepresentation in filling out any request for information, application, or other university record in, or for, any academic departments or colleges. 
Syllabus and Disclaimer:
Students may see Part II of this document and the college catalog for any other college policies and procedures.
Disclaimer:
THE PROFESSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE ANY OR ALL OF THIS DOCUMENT DURING THE SEMESTER AS THE NEED ARISES. This Syllabus is the Professor's contract for the student and if needed, the Professor will inform the Student with adequate time to incorporate changes. The Professor has the right to change this document during the semester, orally and/or in written form.
This syllabus is provided for your information and success in this college class; it belongs in the class notebook. It is considered a contract between the student and Professor. If this syllabus is lost, it may be replaced by going to the class's Blackboard site and download a new one.
V.  Calendar
	Class Week
	Topic
	Assignments/Exams
	Reading Due For This Week

	Week 1
Beginning 8/25
	Course Introduction 
 
	Introductory Discussion and Chapter 1 Discussion 
	“Death by Government”
Chapter 1

	Week 2
Beginning 9/2
	Constitution and Founding
	Assignment
	Chapter 1 & 2

	Week 3
Beginning 9/8
	Federalism
PBS Constitution Video: First Amendment
 
	Chapter 3 discussion and quizzes.
	Chapter 3

	Week 4
Beginning 9/15
	Civil Liberties
	Exam 1: Sept. 19
Exam covers chapters 1-4 and assigned readings.
Chapter 4 discussion and quizzes
	 Chapter 4

	Week 5
Beginning 9/22
	 Public Opinion and the Media
	Sowell Assignment
Chapter 5 Discussion and Quizzes
	Chapter 5

	Week 6
Beginning 9/29
	Political Parties
	 Chapter 6 Discussion and Quizzes
 
	Chapter 6

	Week 7
Beginning 10/6
	Elections
	 Chapter 7 Discussion and Quizzes
 
	Chapter 7

	Week 8
Beginning 10/13
	 Interest Groups
	Exam 2: Oct. 17
Chapters 4-8/Nine Weeks Test
Chapter 8 discussions and quizzes
	Chapter 8

	Week 9
Beginning 10/20
	Congress
	 Chapter 9 discussions and quizzes
	Chapter 9

	Week 10
Beginning 10/27
	 The Presidency 
	 Chapter 10 discussions and quizzes
	 Chapters 10

	Week 11
Beginning 11/3
	The Bureaucracy and the Courts
	Exam 3: Nov. 7
Exam will cover chapters 9-12
	Chapter 11 & 12

	Week 12
Beginning 11/10
	Civil Rights and 
	Chapter 13 discussions and quizzes
 
	Chapter 13 

	Week 13
Beginning 11/17
	Economic and Social Policy
	Chapter 14 discussions and quizzes
	Chapter 14

	Week 14
Thanksgiving
	The course will be open for you to catch up if you fell behind. 
	 
	 

	Week 15
Beginning 12/1
	Foreign Policy
	 Chapter 15 discussions and quizzes
	Chapter 15

	Week 16
Beginning 12/8
Grades due 12/13
	Final Exam: 12/10 or 12/11 (A or B Day)
	 
	 


Disclaimer:  The instructor reserves the right to revise the course syllabus and course outline if necessary.  Notice of any changes to the syllabus and course outline will be given via email, should the need arise.
